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Dear Judge Klein,

I am writing 0 express my concerns to t!:epmposedmmoftheNobbsCmunyChmmnbi 115 KV line

. XCEL Ewmwmwmmowﬁﬂnmdbhmmmmmmu
south Bal 5FNéc6aon1 5ia Wikdonit Township, Nobles County. Even though this roizte is not XCEL’s prefitred
route as giated in the Direct Testimony Of Pamela J. Rammen,Tm.uad, Siting and Permitting (XCEL

fields on the N2 route,

1, Thisiu&wﬂyﬁwnthnthabwnnwwdedtbehommofbeinga“CWFm”.lbalievetlmmacing
mﬁm&uzghﬁemiﬁleofﬁwuﬂwmﬁuthewwoﬁbhmmwpm”.

2 mmwmpsmmkﬁmmmmdmmumpomdmhmuhmmﬁhmmh
Mgmmpmmbsmuwnmﬁew.mmismdivﬁhg&melﬁwdnmﬂnwﬁnﬁk
mark of the south half of scction 18,

3. Shecthepohswmbeinﬂnniddleoftbﬁeld,amomﬁedbyamp.meﬂwpokswould

lﬁghenoughto-mmdateequipmmhsormym.

s. mamofmmﬁvmmemwﬁwhﬂmammmmmmm
mdmnhomontbcequipmawhmmmﬁbwmm”uummiwmwm
iswmpoundedbythcﬁaﬂmtbpwuﬁmmpapmdimhrwthmpmhmdunwem
the field we would run the risk of interference.

6. mlngeequﬁmnmdwmuthepolswmwmthewﬂmdwnHmdsmethe
dn'nmgctihinthegmmd.'ﬂﬂsdmagemnldmostlﬂ:dymthmﬁmdmﬁlmhawawayw,
whinhcnuldhel,.Z,orevenSyemm.Theu&empﬁraywcnuuhehaifﬂnMge&om
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Judge Alan Klein ¢
Office of Adminigtrative Hearings

100 Washington Ave 8 Suite 1700
Mimneapolis MN 55401

Dear Judge Klein:

1 am writing s a member of the family thet owns the farm in Wilmont township, the
south half of section 15 (Fuerstenberg). Even though I offored a bricf testimotty on -

CTTMER Y2 feneeting in Wilmont I would like to submit into the record somie™ ™
concerns not previously raised in that testimony, e

Economic concerns were addressed concerning rowting the 115 KV ttansmission line

through our fawnily farm. One igsue is erop farming east to west versus the transmission

line going north to south if route N2 were selected, No section line runs thtough the farm

so this would divide crop land in half. Other areas of concern are, but not limited to,

damage to the tile drainage system, 1oss of property value, possible damage to craps,

weed oontro] issues, health hazards, impact on livestock, and safc clearance for

equipment.

A historical concem relates to maintaining the integrity of a emall century farm. Any
infringement of the farm, no matter how small, negatively impacts thia farm. That
includes tranamission lines through the farm (route N2) or on the periphery 25 is the case
of the East route or the modified East route (E3b) if the lines run on the west side of
Erickson Avenue or the West route (W4b) if lines run on the north side of 130 St,

i appreciate the opportunity to provide input and hope our concerns will be given
consideration as the final decision is being made, :
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100 Washington Square
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Idomhowifymwmmhcmhmlwﬂnwmw&mhahnmmdmmuputwulk
ummumu.lmtswm&uhmgﬂm@.mm&mmmm
many people with preexisting beaith issues along it. At the present time I bave one power line running in the
SWmofwhndandmwmeymu)mnlpwxmmhMﬂofmhmm.Igummmsin
mhmwmmwamnmummmmmammmm«mmm
mngmhwhhpmlhnaoemwhungudldnmmwuhmﬁshwﬁmiﬁeﬁof
myfendmeﬁnmoﬂheﬁmlﬁwon.Mhammmmm&iﬁswﬁm It i9 1o waking
our job away fhom us. The logs of land| It ig the crop thet pays my health bills.
Ihwduummlhapehﬁeﬁxﬁnmldmdwmh«neandﬂvehe.hwl&whu!hn
bmthonghtdomtwlshhtmﬁmifﬁmkjmamnmmmmmﬂmm
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Asﬁu-meﬁmhmitymeomduhmﬁmﬁmmhﬁeSWmofmﬁmmthmh
mmMmhﬂedmmmhymnummmkmmMﬁeMm
from &. And they want 1o put how meny Giough our Selds? Yes two fielde. This is all we have left is the
land that we will same day inherly. And they will pay us $0% to 75% what would they take for their homes
or Jand? And we put a price on health! What will the siray voltage do to the livastock we raise? This iz what
mhwbmhhﬁmllqummpmmﬁewmﬂmﬂwm
peoplea homes as fr 23 you cowld. At the meeting she stated that they wers going to run the lines to the
north of 3 persons hnsheinBﬁmwwndlipsitwwchabﬂlemWMmmd
Tordsens? Do we not count alsn??7? Thank you for you time!

Yours Sincerly,
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M. Allan Kiein

Office of Administrative Hearings
100 Washington Avenue So, #1700
Minneapolis, MN 55401-2138

RE: Exce! Energy Power Lings

Darsin

Rer 4 2005 13:40 P.16

Phone: §07-677-2506 or
Cell: 507-227-6128

ADMIN. LAY DIVISION @o10/010
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<
Marsh 15, 2005 ?%'”4”, & ey
Gordon L. Groen 4o 70/&
380 80™ Avenue %’gg g €2
Chandlcr, MN $6122-1125 & vp

O i M i e v

L .
e s = =T e e

I am opposed to the Excel Energy Power Line being con

structed along 80™ Avenue, Chandler, Minnesota.

I contacted John N, Wachtler, MEQB following the first public meeting at Chandler, Minnesota. Several

landowners along the 80® Avenuc

(castern route) eorridor were given false information by Pam

Rasmussen, an Excel Energy representative. John Wachtler confirmed information given by Pam

Rasmussen simply was not true.

Excel Energy has stated at all the hearings thar cost is an issue. I have proposed a much lower cost line.
A cooperative effort by the wind tower companies and the wind tower transmission company would resulr
in a lowsr ¢ost line, Since the landowners who have wind towers want to sell their €energy, no easement
o8t would be involved to put the transmission lines along this property.

Why antagonize landowners and neighbors when there is a beiter solution?

The environment is an issue, Webster's dictionary describes environment as conditions that influence and

affect human behavior. If the wind transmission

be opposed to them on their land?

towers are environmental friendly, why would the DNR

The 80® Avenue foute (eastern touts) is a main route of travel between the Wilmont area and Highway
30. The 70™ Avenue route (western route) receives much less traffio since it is not a through road.

— - DNADUALY L Wil

\Suiendly o construct towers along a less traveledoad,

It is my hope and desire that the interests of rural landowners are respected and represented.

It is my hope that discernment is a vital part of the process.

GLGMjg

Sincerely,

Gordon L. Groen
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Honorsble Judge Allan W, Klein ; . ﬁ',’,’f% < Ay
Office of Administretive Hesrings | H/INE TR
100 Washington Square, Suite 1700 : 0\9’/#'5-

Minneapolis, MN 55401-2138 i

RE: Comments on the 345 &£V transmission-lines in Rock (";o, '
Dear Judge Klein,

I'was a1 the Xcel Energy March 3, 2005, 2:00 p.m. hearing in Luverne Ma. During the
hearing I gave some testimony as to why I felt. that the north route should be chosen.
. et o drparh : -day. g it for scverat-days I-foctInced, - . -
t respond some more, There are some issues that make it very clear that the north roiure
should be chosen.

1. Xcel Enetgy should not be allowed 1o burden more land awners by putting up
another high-voltage transmission line parallel to an existing line several miles to
the north, If the south route was chosen the north line does not get dismantled,
which in effeet will inconvenience more land owners. The existing line has the
¢apability to be upgraded. By having Xcel Energy put the new line on the old site
using new single poles, 8ll existing fand owners would be frocd from the -
inconvenience of having the two H-poles. An over all view of this would also
have 1¢ss new pales per mile, making all landowners around the existing line
more receptive to the project, and this algo would give Xcel Enetgy o much better
relationship with the landownery,

2- Overthc]astmymtheFedwgovmenthasbeenwoﬂdnghardwbeauﬁfy '
our interstate freeways. With this in mind Xcel Energy wants to run 40 plus miles
of continuous poles aleng the outer edge of Interstate 90, Certainly, this is.not
what vacationers and travelers want to view when they are passing through our
great state of Minnesota,

Lo T Y
- e . N o
s %ﬂ“ - . ' COAN A, e '

3= Our economy in rural Minnesota is struggling, and 28 I mentioned at the hearing,
Luverne was forrunate enough to be accepted into the Minnesota J OBZ program.
When new development and industry comes to'a city, they build around the
interstate and city junctions, All the property to the south and north of this
junction is in the JOBZ zone. The city of Luverne just finished a two year
comprehensive plan study, and in this study it was determined that this area
should be used for commercial dovilopment. Allowing Xcel Energy to route the
high-voltage transmission line through this sres wil] put 2 huge negative impact
on thie development and value of this property. I personally own same of this
property and have gpent g lot of time and money to get this into a development
stage. Again, I want to emphasize this linie puts 4 huge obstrudtion to my future
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plans and the economic growth of rural Minnesota. Luverne is not the only city in
this situation; there are several other cities along the I-90 corridor that will be
restricted in the same manner if the south route is chosen. This south high-voltage
transmission line propasal will be a huge set back for future development of

Interstate-90 communities,

4. Xcel Energy is in the business to make money, and they say using the north route
is going to cost them more. I believe this extra cost is a very small piece of the

total project. Xcel Energy.is a.huge company and is showing no considerstion as
to who they mighe hurt in their sicps of growth.

S0 with these issucs in mind, I am asking you to please tell Xcel Energy that the north

line is the only feasible route to use.
—_— : e e
I am also going to send a copy of this to John Wackiler at the Minnesota Environmental

Quality Board.
Thank you for your consideration of thig matter.

Comtbis—

1159 101® Street
Luverne, MN 56156
cc: John Wachtler
3 5
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March 21, 2005

Office of Administrative Hearings

Attm: Administrative Law Judge Allan Klein

100 Washington Square, Suite 1700

Mirpeapolis MNSS40120%8 et o e e

0 ta Ame

XCEL ENERGY- SPLIT ROCK TO LAKEFIELD JUNCTION
345 kV TRANSMISSION LINE PROJIECT

COMMENTS FOR MN EQB PUBLIC HEARINGS

JANET G, McCLOUD-LANDOWNER

SECTION 13-103-42, OLNEY TOWNSHIP

Dear Adniinistative Law Judge Allan Klein:
1 am a landowner on the Interstate 90 Nobles County portion of the proposed Xeel

NOBLES COUNTY, MINNESOTA

Energy power livie route. There is an existing Alliant route already ini place which should

be upgraded for new technology and use instead of an additional new line. The Public

Utilities Comumissjon, if it was zeally working in the interest of people and land assets,
would require the two corporations, Alliant and Excel Xcel to sit down at the table and
work out 2 proposal that could work for all partiea concerned.

The fact that one route is better than two is obvious, Two toutes are not ecnlogicaily

- ewSc8pansibleor-geo .
combining the Alliant and Xce] lines as building a second route, We are no longer a

any jobs cande.generated by upgrading and .

nation of manifest destiny with infinjte horizons of land. There ie no more land to fritter
away so that every Tom, Dick and FHanry with rich and powerful lobbies ean curve their

own pathway across the comfelds.

Ina study (dena) about witid energy in Germany (January 24, 2005) Der Spiegel reports
that it ia not the best way to address energy needs. Upgrading existing systems to state of
the art proves to be more cost efficient for the consumer, mare ¢ffective in reducing CO,

emissions and a more reliable provider of energy,

'The "need" for the Xcel powerline project was ¢rafted with smoke and mirrors. As an
"out of £tate" landowner, I was nevet notified of the hearings for "need certification”.
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Administrative Law Judge Alan Klein
March 21, 2005
Page 2

Such slap-in-the-face dcsecration of constitutionsl and human rights is designed for the
convenience and benefit of Xcel Energy interests and the interests of theit vagsals,

The Judge respensible for the decigion about routing is a local boy from my hometown
school days in the Twin Cities. Maybe if 1 had been more attentive to him at dancing
school, we wouldn't all be in this potition,

One can't help but wonder how long it will take for govemance to raige its bleary-cycd
consciousncss and look at solutions that csn benefis cveryome. The fundamental idea here,

* thenn i $ ‘ . i ee grasd - . ... .
and predatory instincts of its plannere, Welcome to the Zeitgeist,

Sincerely,
Janet Q. McCloud

Landowner- Section 13-103-42
Nobles County, Minnesota
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February 21, 2005

To: Administrative Law Judge Allan Klein
Office of Administrative Hearings
109 ‘Waghington Square, Suite 1700
Mitinezpolis, MN 55401-2138

Subject: Proposed transmission line by Xeel energy across Helen White Trust property in
the W¥SEY of Section 10-102-36, Hunter Township, Jacksen County ~

From:  George Bodley
Executor of The Helen White Trust

Thave some econcerns about the proposed transmission line by Xcel Energy across our
- famrpropenty: The tinotridemified ag-Section Tora; -~ " o=

—

We alrcady have a tranamission line crossing this eighty-acre farm, A second line would
t;'mﬂ:e.- faTml:mg fgzor? f?&mlfigzated unless the addition lines are cagried by the cxisting

wers, Therefore, if the line must crosg gur , I'm teque that all lines be
installed on osi¢ electrical line tower. Property, Tm requestiog

QGeorge R, Bodley
Executor, Helen White Trust,

CC; Environmental Quality Board

N anr
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CITY OF CALEDONIA
RESOLUTION OF THE INTENT TO BEGIN
A COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING PROCESS.

WHEREAS, the City of Caledonia [The City] desires to undertake a comprchensive planning
process pursuant to Minnesota Statute Chapter 462,353, '

WHEREAS, The City Council of the City Of Caledonia, adopted a land use plan in 1981 known
as the Caledonia, Minnesota, Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City Council intends to appoint a Comprehensive Planning Committee
representing a cross section of the entire community who have the interest, background and skills
necessary to represent the diverse interests of the City; and .

WHEREAS, The Committee will be charged with developing a Comprehensive Planning and
Public Participation Process that will: provide broad citizen participation and intergovernmental
cooperation; address public education, publi¢ investment, livable community design, and
conservation of natural resources, and address transportation and affordable housing issues. The
Committee will also focus on developing a plan that establishes a community based framework
as a baxsis for all decisions and actions related to land use, create sustainable economic
development strategies and provide economic opportunities throughout the City; and;

WHEREAS, public necessity and general welfare do require such a Comprehensive Plan because
a plan:
¥ Provides legal justification for a community’s Jand use decisions and ordinances.
Creates the opportunity for residents to guide a community’s future.
Helps a community identify issues, stay ahead of trends and accommodate change
Offers a process for joint problem-solving and leveraging scarce resources among
internal resources.
Protects and makes the most of public investments
Helps ensure that growth makes the community better, not just bigger
Fosters sustainable economic development
Helps a community maintain its resources base and other “natural capital”
- Protects property rights and property values
Provides an opportunity to consider future impacts of today’s decisions
Funds for the planning process will come from the City’s General Fund

WHEREAS, the City intends to review plans of neighboring cities and/or counties and its
constituent municipalities and towns.

WHEREAS, the City plaus to work cooperatively with adjacent townships and Houston County.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Caledonia City Council hereby officially
appoints a multi-member Caledonia Cormprehensive Planning Committee representing a cross
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section of the entire community who have the interest, background and skills necessary to
represent the diverse interests of the City; '

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Caledonia Comprehensive Planning Committee
(CCPC) will develop a Proposed Work Plan that sets forth specific phases or steps of the
planning process and establishes a timeline of public meetings and project milestones. The
CCPC will develop the City’s draft comprehensive plan and provide final recommendation (s) to
the Caledonia City Council.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council, in its process, will ensure ample
opportunity for public involvement in addition to holding the necessary public hearings pursuant
to Minnesota Statue 462.355, Subd.2.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that City Staff including Bob Nelson, Mike Gerardy, Roger
Schmitz, Randy Shefelbine and Tony Klug, and the Caledonia Community Development
consultant, Joyce Iverson, will coordinate the Caledonia Comprehensive Planning Project on
behalf of the City.

Adopted this 28® day of March, 2005.

Aftest:

Robert L. Nelson, City Clerk - Administrator
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